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March 2024 Report - Emily O’Brien, District Councillor 

I am sorry I'm not able to attend the next parish council meeting, unfortunately I'm in London for the 
day for a Local government association board (LGA) meeting. As ever please contact me if I can 
support. 
 
February has been a busy month at the council including in my portfolio. We are doing a light touch 
consultation on the refresh of the district's climate and nature action plan to which parish councils 
have been invited to respond if you wish. We held a successful meeting and 'thank you event' for the 
many different wildflower and 'friends of parks' groups across the district which was well attended 
and it was good that Wildflower Ringmer was well represented. 
  
We had a lively full council meeting, passing a balanced budget despite the difficult times, and became 
the first council in the UK to pass a motion in support of the campaign for 'Zane's law', on better 
regulation of disused landfill sites. Young Zane died almost ten years exactly before the meeting with 
campaigners blaming his death on hydrogen cyanide poisoning leaking from a flooded former landfill 
site adjacent to his home and his father (wheelchair bound due to hydrogen cyanide poisoning 
following same incident) attended the meeting in person.  
 
My LGA role has also been busy. I was asked to speak at an international women's day event as an 
'inspirational woman' (of course I said yes, I am easily bought with flattery and the offer of a croissant) 
and earlier this month I gave evidence in on behalf of the LGA to an EFRA parliamentary select 
committee on flooding, alongside the environment agency and others. 
 
Locally, as ever planning is a key area of concern for all of us, and I'm concerned to ensure there is 
improved engagement for the next crucial stage of the local plan when a draft plan will be out for 
consultation (this will be next stage up from the general direction of travel/ raw info on sites shared 
already in the recent consultation). in response to feedback from residents and ourselves as ward 
councillors there have been some commitments made about consultation materials. The parish 
council will receive an invitation to join a steering group to advise on engagement, hopefully that will 
help to meet some of concerns raised going forward. 
 
I've also been busy on the not unrelated issue of water quality and attended an LDC scrutiny panel 
which as an opportunity to question the EA and Natural England where I (once again) raised the 
concern that nutrient neutrality statements only get issued where a European designation is involved. 
I've also been raising my concerns about likely further abstraction from the river Ouse when the 
second Arlington reservoir is built and am meeting Ofwat and Southeast Water this week. 
 
Residents understandably are concerned about visible activity i.e. hedge removal for the Thakeham 
development in bishops lane, and also about debris left - though this may not have been the 
developers they have taken on board, and I'm sharing response and contact details below in case 
useful. A liaison group has been set up and one of the district councillors will attend the meetings at 
least at the beginning. We have shared concerns with planning officers around construction access, 
sadly this is basically a site completely unsuited to construction and no there are no easy answers - 
residents will be affected whichever access is agreed. It is positive that the county council share our 
concerns and are asking for mitigation e.g. no construction vehicle parking & avoiding school hours. If 
Bishops Lane ends up being the access point I have requested double yellow lines are extended from 
the corner further along bishops lane. 
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From Thakeham "Dear Cllr O’Brien, 
 
Thank you for your email and apologies for only getting back to you just now. 
  
I can confirm that the hedge cutting for the access point (with an ecologist present), and the placement 
of Heras fencing, is the only works we have conducted so far. I have asked a member of the team to 
check that there is no debris left on the footpath as clearly that should not have occurred as a result of 
any work our team conducted. 
 
I should also highlight that in the coming days/ weeks, we are looking to erect tree protection fencing 
which is required to be in place in advance of archaeological investigation (or any other initial heavy 
machinery works). 
 
If I can help with anything else, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 


