Councillor Emily O’Brien- Summary of activity October 2026

1. Explored with officers the implications of the Turnpike Lane decision needing to come back to committee – I am reassured that it will be for committee determination regardless of the new scheme of delegation introduction on 31st October (as per my update circulated previously) 
1. Spoke with  National Highways re the dangerous road layout on the A27 junction with Lacy’s Hill/Station Road (the road to Gynde) plus Littledale Lane .
1. In my cabinet role, was pleased that the walking and wheeling bridge between Lewes and Hamsey came a step closer with Wealden DC  agreed to fund a share of the costs. – good news for anyone wanting safer access to the countryside as well as  locals
1. Also held a useful meeting bringing together the different district ‘Friends of’ Groups to ensure they have a strong voice going forward under the new unitary (assuming this goes ahead) to complement the work on asset transfer to towns and parishes etc. and on adding additional green space protections.
1. I continue to spend a lot of time on water/ water companies including meeting with SE water regarding the Drought order under way. I also attended Love Our Ouse’s session at Gute Farm in Ringmer at the end of September reporting back on the water quality testing, which Lewes District Council, plus the two parish councils all contributed funding to, and I’d like to pay tribute  the volunteers who have put in so much time on better understanding the issues there.
1. In my national role at the LGA, met with local government minister Jim McMahon and Secretary of State Angela Rayner and shared local government dismay at the ‘pause’ in Local Government reorganisation (LGR) and the mismanagement from start to non-finish and the need to devolve to genuinely local level  - the focus on mayoral / regional level isn’t enough
1. LGR continues to take up an inordinate amount of time locally too . We have an extra year in LDC (unitary elections now will be in 2028, not 2027) but it is small consolation.



